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however, other important investigations in organic chemistry
which require to be mentioned.
A matter of general importance was the introduction of
the idea of tautomerism or desmotropy, which was brought
forward by Laar,140 in 1885, on the strength of some experi-
mental observations and remarks by Zincke.141 Laar applies
the term tautomeric to a compound when two or more
structural formulae can be advanced in explanation of its
interactions. A very well-known example is furnished by
aceto-acetic ether, which reacts, sometimes as if it should be
represented by the ketone formula CH3.CO.CH2.COOC2Hr>,
and sometimes as if it should be represented by the enol
formula CH3.C(OH) : CH.COOC2H5. There are numerous
investigations dealing with substances of this kind, of which
there are a large number. Some of the best known of these
investigations are those of Claisen,142 of W. Wislicenus,143
and of Knorr.144 Opinions are still widely divergent, with
regard to the questions as to whether a desmotropic sub-
stance is to be considered as a mixture of two or more
compounds (Laar), or whether the forms are continuously
passing into one another by means of oscillations (Kekule)
or shifting linkings (Knorr145), or finally whether one form
is stable under certain conditions while another is stable
under different conditions.
The systematic and, theoretically, almost completed
examination of the sugar group has already been referred
to (p- 3S1)- The uric acid group, which so long resisted
elucidation and synthesis, is now completely cleared up,14()
and this is chiefly due to Emil Fischer's synthetical investi-
gations.147
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